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(13) And the woman said, "Why would you think such a thing about the
people of God? For in speaking this word the king is as one that is guilty,
in that the king does not return his banished one. (14) For we must
die and are like water spilled on the ground which cannot be gathered up
again, and God does not favor any soul; but let him devise means that
he that is banished not be an outcast from him. (15) Now the reason
that | have come to speak this word to my lord the king is because the
people have made me afraid; and your handmaid said, 'l will now speak
to the king; it may be that the king will perform the request of his servant.
(16) For the king will hear, to deliver his servant out of the hand of the
man that would destroy me and my son together out of the inheritance of
God." (17) Then your handmaid said; 'Please, let the word of my lord the
king be for my comfort; for as an angel of God, so is my lord the king to
discern good and bad. And may Hashem your God be with you.™
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Kiddushin 32b

Rav Ashi said: Even according to the one who says that if a Nasi forgoes
the honor due him, his honor is forgone, if a king forgoes the honor due
him, his honor is not forgone. As it is stated: “You shall set a king over
you” (Deuteronomy 17:15), which indicates that his fear should be upon
you.

Ketubot 110b

The Sages taught: A person should always reside in Eretz Yisrael, even
in a city that is mostly populated by gentiles, and he should not reside
outside of Eretz Yisrael, even in a city that is mostly populated by Jews,
for anyone who resides in Eretz Yisrael is considered as one who has a
God, and anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael is considered as
one who does not have a God. As it is stated: “To give to you the land of
Canaan, to be your God” (Leviticus 25:38).

Can it really be said that anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael has
no God? Rather, anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael is
considered as though he is engaged in idol worship. And so it says with
regard to David: “For they have driven me out this day that | should not
cleave to the inheritance of the Lord, saying: Go, serve other gods”
(I Samuel 26:19). But who said to David: Go, serve other gods? Rather,
this comes to tell you that anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael is
considered as though he is engaged in idol worship.
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Gilead also had sons by his wife, and when the wife’s sons grew up,
they drove Jephthah out. They said to him, “You shall have no share in
our father’s property, for you are the son of an outsider.” So Jephthah

fled from his brothers and settled in the Tob country. Men of low
character gathered about Jephthah and went out raiding with him.
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Why was Elimelekh punished? It is because he sank the hearts of Israel.
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Now let my lord the king hear his servant out. If the LORD has incited
you against me, let Him be appeased by an offering; but if it is men,
may they be accursed of the LORD! For they have driven me out

today, so that I cannot have a share in the LORD’s possession, but
am told, ‘Go and worship other gods’.
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separated himself from the community, let him not see the consolation
of the community.

A similar idea is taught in another baraita: When the community is
immersed in suffering, a person may not say: | will go to my home and
I will eat and drink, and peace be upon you, my soul. And if he does so,
the verse says about him: “And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen
and killing sheep, eating flesh and drinking wine; let us eat and drink,
for tomorrow we shall die” (Isaiah 22:13). And the prophecy continues
with what is written afterward, in the following verse: “And the Lord of
hosts revealed Himself in my ears: Surely this iniquity shall not be
expiated by you until you die” (Isaiah 22:14).
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Among [the 24] are five deeds which cause the paths of Teshuvah to
be locked before those who commit them. They are: a) One who
separates himself from the community; when they repent, he will not
be together with them and he will not merit to share in their merit.
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Anyone that separates from the community (in times of distress), will
not see its consolation, and anyone that grieves with them, will merit
and see it in its consolation.
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Why were they called Mahlon and Chilion? Mahlon because they made
their bodies profane [hullin], and Chilion because they were liable to
receive the punishment of destruction [kelaya] for their sins against
God.
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Hillel said: do not separate yourself from the community
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Likewise, the Sages taught in a baraita: When the Jewish people is
immersed in distress, and one of them separates himself from the
community and does not share their suffering, the two ministering

angels who accompany a person come and place their hands on his head,
as though he was an offering, and say: This man, so-and-so, who has



