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THE MISTAKE (MYSTIQUE?) OF BIRKAT HACHAMAH!  
Rabbi Moshe Shulman - Young Israel of St. Louis 

Shabbat Hagadol 5769 
 

I) INTRODUCTION ï The Calendar & åáðîæ òØáîá 
 

2/ áðÙêÜ ßÝäÜ òÝîæ 

 òÝæñÙá;Ø Ü ðËæØÎĤÌÝ ' ÉáÌðÅîÉæ íËðËØÅĝ çÎðÇÜĐ äËØÅÝ ÜËęÎæ äËØ å
ðÎæØÊä)  :Ù (åá ÉęÍÛÈß ęØÎð åËãÍä ÜËĢÌÜ ęËÛÎßÌÜ åËãÍä ØġÜ çĔęØÉð 

ÜÍèÍěÌÜ áÊęÅÛÍßÅä :

Exodus 12 - 1. And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of 

Egypt, saying,  2. This month shall be to you the beginning of months; 

it shall be the first month of the year to you. 

ÙÛ( Þà;Ø  ËÛÎß òËØ ðĔæÍęÙáÉÙđÍÜ ę ÜÌä ßÌéËī Íòá ÉĚÍêÅÝ(  ÆØ_ ÍâáËÜÎä
Ü ÍâÇØáÉîĔÜ ÙáÉÙđÍÜ ęËÛÎßÅĝ áÉĦ ' ÆØ_ÜÍäÅáÍä åÉáÌðÅîÉĨÉæ ÍâáËÜÎä :

Deuteronomy 16 - 1. Observe (or Guard) the month of Abib, and keep 

the Passover to the Lord your God; for in the month of Abib the Lord 

your God brought you out of Egypt by night. 

 
2. Solar deity - From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Wikipidia Sun worship was exceptionally prevalent in ancient Egyptian religion. The 
earliest deities associated with the sun are Wadjet, Sekhmet, Hathor, Nut, Bast, Bat, 
and Menhit. First Hathor, and then Isis, give birth to and nurse Horus and Ra.  The 
Sun's movement across the sky represents a struggle between the Pharaoh's soul and 
an avatar of Osiris. The "solarisation" of several local gods (Hnum-Re, Min-Re, Amon-
Re) reaches its peak in the period of the fifth dynasty.  In the eighteenth dynasty, 
Akhenaten changed the polytheistic religion of Egypt to a pseudo-monotheistic one, 
Atenism. All other deities were replaced by the Aten, including, Amun, the reigning sun 
god of Akhenaten's own region. Unlike other deities, the Aten did not have multiple 
forms. His only image was a diskτa symbol of the sun.  Soon after Akhenaten's death, 
worship of the traditional deities was reestablished by the religious leaders who had 
adopted the Aten during the reign of Akhenaten. 

 
 
 

3. Sun ï god as motif in 10 Plagues 

ðïÙ-  ñæñ 
åáæ-  éÝäáè 

)Þ:Ýà ( ÅâÊä äËØ ÜÎêÅðÌī ðËïÎĝÌĝ ÜÊĩÉÜ ØÊîÎá ÜÍæÅáÌĨÌÜ  ÍİÅÙÌĬÉèÅÝ ĔòØÍðÅïÉä äÌê 
òÌìÅĚ ðÎØÅáÌÜ ÜËģÌĨÌÜÅÝ ðËęÇØ  ÅâÌīÅÜËè ęÍßÍèÅä ßÌĭÉİ  ÍâËÛÍáÅĝ :

7:15. Go to Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he 

goes out to the wateré 

ÛðÙ 
íðØÜ çáê 

)á:Ü (ÜÍĪÉãÅÝ òËØ çáÊê íËðđÍÜ ØÎäÅÝ äÌãġá òÎØÅðÉä òËØ íËðđÍÜ äÌãđÅÝ òËØ 
ðËòËá ÜÍàÊäÅīÌÜ òËðËØÅęÉĩÌÜ åËãÍä çÉæ ÛÍðÍĝÌÜ äÌãđÅÝ òËØ äÍĦ íÊêÍÜ  ÌßÊæÎĬÌÜ 
åËãÍä çÉæ ÜËÛÍĜÌÜ: 

10:5. And they shall cover the face (lit eye) 

of the earth, that one cannot be able to see 

the earthé 

ÜÙðØ 
íðØÜ çáê 

)á:Ýà (éÌãÅáÌÝ òËØ çáÊê äÍĦ íËðđÍÜ  ÅâÌęÅßËİÌÝ íËðđÍÜ äÌãØÎĤÌÝ òËØ äÍĦ ÙËĚÊê 
íËðđÍÜ òÊØÅÝ äÍĦ áÉðÅī íÊêÍÜ ðËęÇØ ðáÉòĔÜ ÛÍðÍĝÌÜ ØÎäÅÝ ðÌòĔè äÍĦ ïËðËá íÊêÍĝ 
ÙËĚÊêÅÙġ ÜËÛÍĜÌÜ äÍãÅĝ íËðËØ åÉáÍðÅîÉæ: 

10: 15. For they covered the face (lit. eye) 

of the whole earth, so that the land was 

darkenedé. 

âñß 
)á:Øã (ðËæØÎĤÌÝ Ü 'äËØ ÜËęÎæ ÜÊàÅè  ÍâÅÛÍá äÌê åÉáÌæÍěÌÜ áÉÜáÉÝ  ÅâËęÎß äÌê 

íËðËØ åÉáÍðÅîÉæ ęÊæÍáÅÝ  ÅâËęÎß: 
10: 21. éthat there may be darkness over 

the land of Egypt, darkness which may be 

felt. 

 ÛÚè Üæßäæ
åáðîæ áÜäØ 

)Ùá:Ùá( áÉİÅðÌÙÍêÅÝ íËðËØÅÙ åÉáÌðÅîÉæ ÜÍäÅáÌħÌĝ ÜËĢÌÜ áÉòáÊĦÉÜÅÝ äÍã ðĔãÅĝ íËðËØÅĝ 
åÉáÌðÅîÉæ åÍÛđÊæ ÛÌêÅÝ ÜÍæÊÜÅĝ äÍãÅÙġ áÊÜÎäÆØ åÉáÌðÅîÉæ ÜËĚÆêËØ åáÉàÍì Åę áÉèÇØ 
Ü' :

12:12. éand against all the gods of Egypt I 

will execute judgment; I am the Lord. 

 
5/ åáãäæ Ø ïðì Ý  
)Ø (áÉÜÅáÌÝ åáÉèĔæÅęÉÙ ÜÍèÍę êÌĝÅðĐÅÝ òĔØÊæ ÜÍèÍę òØÊîÅä áÊèÅĝ äÊØÍðÅĚÉá 

íËðËØÊæ åÉáÌðÅîÉæ ÜÍèÍěÌĝ òáÉêáÉÙÅðÍÜ ęËÛÎßÅĝ ÝÉÞ ØġÜ ęËÛÎßÌÜ áÉèÊěÌÜ 
 ÅâÎäÅæÉä ÜÎæÎäÅę äÌê äÊØÍðÅĚÉá çËÙÉĤÌÝ òÉáÌĝÌÜ  ÌäÜ' :

I Kings 6:1 

And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the 

people of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of 

Solomonôs reign over Israel, in the month Ziv, which is the second 

month, that he began to build the house of the Lord. 

 
 

A. Piankoff, The Shrines of Tut-ankh-Amon, New York 1950, 10 
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II) What is Birkat Hachamah? 
 

6/ Ýè çáÙÝðáê/  Talmud Eruvin 56a 

 

Shmuel stated: the vernal equinox occurs only at the beginning of 

one of the four quarters of the day, either at the beginning of the day 

or at the beginning of the night, or at midday or at midnight.  The 

summer solstice occurs only either at the end of one and a half, or at 

the end of seven and a half hours of the day or the night.  The 

autumnal equinox occurs only at the end of three or nine hours of the 

day or the night, and the winter solstice occurs only at the end of four 

and a half, or ten and a half hours of the day or the night.  The 

duration of a season of the year is no other than ninety-one days 

and seven and a half hours.  

 

6. Tekufat Shmuel: 1 Year = 365d 6h 
1 Season = 365d 6h / 4 = 91d 7.5h 

(clock begins at 6:00pm) 

Tekufat Nisan 1 @ Creation 4d 0h Shift MOD 7 Tues. 6:00pm 

Tekufat Tamuz 91d 7.5h 7.5h Wed. 1:30am 

Tekufat Tishrei 182 15h 15h Wed. 9:00am 

Tekufat Tevet 273d 22.5h 22.5h Wed. 4:30pm 

Tekufat Nisan 2 365d 6h 1d 6h Thurs. 12:00am 

Tekufot Nisan 3 
 

2d 12h Friday 6:00am 

Tekufat Nisan 4 
 

3d 18h Saturday 12:00pm 

Tekufat Nisan 5 
 

5d Monday 6:00pm 

 
8/ àè òÝãðÙ; 9/ ñð#á åñ 

 
 

Talmud Brachot 59b 

Our Rabbis taught: He who sees the sun at its turning point, the moon in its power, the planets in their orbits, and the signs of the zodiac in their 

orderly progress, should say: Blessed be He who has wrought the work of creation. And when [does this happen]? ð Abaye said: Every twenty-eight 

years when the cycle begins again and the Nisan [Spring] equinox falls in Saturn on the evening of Tuesday, going into Wednesday. 

 

9. 28 year cycle ï ˪ ˣˡˠˢ ˶ˣˤ˥ˬ 
Shift of Sun in relation to Point of Creation 

Tuesday. 6:00pm (4d 0h) 

1.25 6.25 11.25 16.25 21.25 26.25 31.25 

2.5 7.5 12.5 17.5 22.5 27.5 32.5 

3.75 8.75 13.75 18.75 23.75 28.75 33.75 

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 
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12/ Ùæð#äÜ å (á òÝãðÙ;ßá 

 

 
 
22/ ÝØ âÝðê çßäñ#àãð ß;Ù 

 
 
32/ Úæ#ïé àãð Ø#Ü 

R. Avraham Gombiner, 1633-1683 

 

 

13. BIRKAT HACHAMAH �t 20
TH

-23
RD

 CENTURIES 

Civil Date Jewish Date 

April 8, 1925 14 Nisan, 5685 

April 8, 1953 23 Nisan, 5713 

April 8, 1981 4 Nisan, 5741 

�) April 8, 2009 14 Nisan, 5769�(  

�) April 8, 2037 23 Nisan, 5797�(  

April 8, 2065 2 Nisan, 5825 

April 8, 2093 12 Nisan, 5853 

 

14. BIRKAT HACHAMAH ON EREV PESACH  
PROJECTED CALENDAR 

Civil Date H Year Civil Date H Year 

March 26, 1940 BCE 1821 March 26, 77 CE 3837 

March 26, 1856 BCE 1905 March 26, 609 CE* 4369 

March 26, 1324 BCE 2437 March 26, 693 CE 4453 

March 26, 1240 BCE 2521 March 26, 1309 CE 5069 

March 26, 624 BCE 3137 April 8, 1925 CE 5685 

March 26, 8 BCE 3753 April 8, 2009 CE 5769 

 
 


