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V. Setting the 

Holidays:

The Four Dechiyot



Relationship between Molad & 

Rosh Chodesh

ROSH HASHANAH

is determined by MOLAD TISHREI

(with 4 exceptions - Dechiyot)

ROSH CHODESH

is determined by the cycle of 29-30 

day month cycle, irrespective of the 

molad of that month.



Dechiyot - Postponements

Ţo ensure that certain holidays

do not fall on certain days of

the week.

B̧y shortening / lengthening

the year by 1 day.

P̧ushing (Docheh) RH OFF the

day of MOLAD TISHREI.



1 . ˞˪ˡ˞"x ˷˞˶
LO ADòU ROSH

If Molad Tishrei falls on 

Sunday, Wednesday, or 

Friday ( ˡ˞"x ), RH is postponed 

until the next possible day.



Why  ˞˪ˡ˞"x ?

Rosh

Hashanah

Yom

Kippur

Hoshana

Rabbah
Reason

Friday Sunday
1. Not to have two

consecutive days

without cooking

2. Avoid 2 days without

option of burying the

dead ( ˡˣ˟˩ ˸ˬˢ )

Wednesday Friday

Sunday Shabbat
The mitzvah of Hakafot

with the Aravah should

always be observed.



2 .˷ˣ˶ˡ˸ ˪˟ ˭˵ˤ ˡ˪ˣˬ
Molad Zaken

When Molad Tishrei is ñZakenò

(= later than 18h, or 12pm)

Rosh Hashanah is postponed to 

the next possible day.



Examples of Dechiyot 1 & 2

Molad 

Tishrei

Next 

Available Day

Reason

Sunday, 

9:00am Monday Lo ADòU Rosh

Shabbat, 

5:00pm Monday
Molad Zaken &

Lo ADòU Rosh

Monday, 

12:30pm Tuesday Molad Zaken



The Mechanics of Dechiyot

All Dechiyot of RH are made by 

adjusting the LENGTH of the 

months of CHESHVAN & 

KISLEV the year before



Length of Hebrew Year

Year Type

 ˥, ˩,˷
˭ˣ˷˥x˪˯˩

Year 

Length 

Regular

Year 

Length

Gravid

How many days 

does Rosh 

Hashanah move?

Regular Gravid

˥ˢ˶˯

Chaseirah

Incomplete

29 29
353d

= 50w 3d

383d
=54w 5d 3 5

˩ˢ˶ˡ˯

Kesidrah

Regular

29 30
354d

=50w 4d

384d
=54w 6d 4 6

˷ˢˬ˧˪

Shleimah

Complete

30 30
355d

=50w 5d

385d
=55w 0d 5 0


